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Tp tn 31st Deceirber, 1574, 1042 assipn-
meits had been registerad tnder the Do-
moion Lands Acty 2,050 applheations had
been filéd, of whicn 6id hag beeh eXamiped
andl recommended for patent; 2,40 (owno-
ghip munyg bad been ]prepared, and spme
23 pareh plans, invelving 8 maze of de-
tailed inlolmatlon, Maps were also com-
Filed ard published showing ibe lands
available for seltiement. A map has als¢
peen prepared gnd published of the terri-
tory berween Lake Supetior spd the Rocky
Mountsine, showing the tracts of couulry
gorrennered by the Indians, k¢, The total
pum ber of townstips subdivided up to 1he
elore of 1°74 was 440, representing about
BAPE 154 acves, of which 6,572,238 scres are in
Manloba, A party is evgaged in marking
wnu defining ibe 49th purallel east of the
Leke of +he Woods, as a base line for block
gurveys, n d another blorkiog the ecuntry
gonth 10 Esiny River.  Applicationz for
tand in Rainy River Valley are numerons,
‘Iher- I8 & Jarge area, wWilh excedent =il
apd abundapt Hmber. A saw.-mill, wilh
plentng »nd shivbgle machines, ha< been
erected al Fort Propeis, which wiii greatly
ald retlienent in this valiey. A number of
the ludian Reservea have been sarveyed
apd marked out. The gurvey, in detail, of
alt hoidin;s in tbe parishes on ihe Red
River and Assinibolne bave heen com-
vleled. Burveys have Deen mude of Fevera’
different t:maber limits oh Lake of the
Woods, Ruiny River, and Lake Winnipeg.
The Iatde in the Lac-La-Pluje distret re-
zerved tnth e Ardron’s Bey Company were
sarveyeel during 1574, A specisl survey of
nerjidisns rad lases in the North-West
TeritLlies ts Deing carried on under the
superinlendenee of 1he Assistant Surveyor
Geperal, Lindeey Bosrell, Erq. the obj-cls
of yhis survey are 1o establish a practical
;gretmd-wo: X far the extension of townsnip
=11 vey s along the line of the C uada Pacific
Railway, 1o facilitate tbe logatlon of the
land grant along tbhe line, snd to obtain a
knowledge of tue character and resources
of 1he territories covered by the survey.
It is postible also that data of value maay
be rhtnined for estimuting the lengih of &
e gree of the metidian e that regive, The
w rk will extend over gome 12 degrees of
atitude,  Careful trlapgulation will be
made, under Mr, Russeil’s persepal dlrec-
tion, northerly from the 4%91b paratlel, and
wesler!y from the pribel meridian, ur-
less the conutry northof the maskatchewan
ghould bhe too heavily wooled, nntid the
McKenzie River is reacbed, near Lake
jAthabasca, Mr. H. B. Smith, C. E., was
employed doring Tast season in obtalninz a
Iseciion on ihe prinelpel merldian, connect-
ing at Pembina with the surveys effoeted
by Un'ted Biates engibeers, and nenh of
the Assiniboine with ihose for the Capada
Paclfic Rmlway. He algo rurveyed lhe
Assinlboloe from Red River to the parieh
ot High Bluff, and counbectlng through
[Long Lake and the interveniug country
with Lake Manllopa. Speclal facilities
were fonnd to exist for orening up & navi-
Igable cpmmubleation between Winuipeg

Dominion Fands,

and Lake Manifubs, A channel through a
nearly level country conld be eat from «he|
south end of Lake Manitoba through Long!
Lake to ibe Assinibolne, glving # volume|
of water sufficient with one tock cmty tof
render that miver pavigable for stexmers
throughout the season, The dist nee woald
o only 26 mlles, and there are no rock ent-
{inys. Thr estimated cost is ahout 575,000,
The Assiniboine In its present state is uoft)
for anylhipg but caboe naviration. The
babks are «f a anfl, yletding nature; in
many places pure samd; and ey ry vear|
laxge porthons are carried off into the river;
somelimes masses of many tons in welght|
precipyaled intw the stream., The only
wa¥ of effeel uaﬂly deepeuing 1118 by letiivy]
in sueh a body of water » 8 would keep 1t ag
a suflicient level for navigsilon. The popu-
lation of Mapitobe lrgely inereased during
1the year, The settlers, with the exception
of 1he Menonites, wero l:orinc]pally rom
Cater.g. The el'y of Winnipeg bas in.
ereased sevebf:id in three year:, and haa
now a populati B of pearly 5100,  Betwean
ibirteen spd fourteen huodred Mevoolies
zettled {n Lhe Provinve, aod are a valuable
addition 10 the po ulation, 1376 home-
stesds WwWere ertered jn 1874, “he tetal
nymber eutered up to December, 1+74, was|
2,557, Tepregeni ing 405,920 acres, 556 enirles
buave been marde under the Act ullowing
persons cuotering for homesieads to enter
»ig0 Jor R udjoininE quarier seclion Ie-
serve, of whie' he taKes pogsessiob. and for]
which hi- will receive a puteni on conls
pleting bis homestead enlry. 50,133 acres
of Deminion 1-:ads had been sold np to ihe
clote of Lhe year, abd 118,40} acres entered
by Blulitary Bouniy Warrant, $73,422 6
bad been ¥eceived at tbat date from
Dominon lwidls ; 977 patenis boad  been
jrrved. Erquiries for maps and informa-
tion about these lands are constant)y belng
regeived, and a conel-e deseription of thein|
hax béeh prepared. The altotmentof Half)
Breed lavd= was onavoldably de ayed,
owiny to claims which bave now been
finally settied, and wbe s1'otment need no
longer be delayed. The Repor.s of the
Townsbip Surveys :how the charae er o
tbe azoil, of 135 townebhips east of the
principal metidiar, and between I and
300 wwships west ot the line. 1o by very
far the gieater number of enses the soil 1e
pild to %e-or saperior quality, and water|
generally easjly obtainable, 'f‘he want off
wood s the mosi frequent derect, but a
good maby of the towbpships are well tim-
bered, Insome of the ranges east there 1s
a g od deal of marsh land, The rho.es of
Lake ef the Woods ana Bhoal Lake, where
traversed, have the kame rogged, rocky
appearsnce as the north shore of Lake
Surerior. There 15 a great deal of fallen
timber, and at one point a level conntry
with green timber was d seernible, streteh-
ing tu the west as far as the eye could
reach, Almost the entire eountry betweeo
Shoal Lake and Lake of the Woods nas
beatt Fwapt by fire. Tha helvhr of the|
cnast of 1Eese 1akes varlea from 20 t> 60,
and In some p aces 180 feet,
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